
A Faithful Servant & His Faithful Lord 
 

Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-8 
 
Introduction: 

§ This is the last  book the  Apostle Paul penned  
chronologically. He is  in Rome in the time of Ne-
ro, awaiting  execution. As  a Roman citizen, he 
will escape crucifixion and be  beheaded. Some 
have  called this 4th chapter “the Last Will and 
Testament of Paul.” His aim is to  encourage Tim-
othy in his work for the  Lord and to instruct him 
on what to expect as the torch is passed. Paul 
reminds Timothy that  he, Paul, was  faithful  to 
the  Lord Jesus and encourages him to stand fast 
in the  faith, He   reminds Timothy that they both 
serve a God and a Savior who is  likewise faithful. 

 
I. The Charge of Paul To Timothy (2 Tim. 4:1-5) 

 
A. The Authority of the  ‘charge.” – Verse 1 

1. “Charge” is  a military term that denotes 
that it is  not  just a suggestion. 
 

B. This charge  is based upon and backed by 
the Father & the Son. 
1. The One who will keep His promises to 

both the living and the dead. 
2. This  confirms that  Jesus is  coming 

again.   
     

C. The Charge – Verse 2 
1. Preach the Word!-stress the inerrancy of 

the Word of God. 
a. 2 Tim. 3:14-18-Continue in the Word 

of God. 

2. Be ready at all times to stand upon and 
proclaim the Word of God. 

3. Be faithful to do it no matter where you 
are. 

4. How to  “preach the Word. 
a. Reprove 
b. Rebuke 
c. Exhort 
d. With great patience and instruction 

 
D. Why the urgency to preach the  Word?  V. 3 

1. “For the  time will come…” (Already 
here) 
a. Many “will not endure sound doc-

trine” – leaving the Word of God. 
b. They will not  want to follow the Word 

anymore unless convenient  
aa. “If you  love Me, keep My Com-
mandments.” 

c. People will find teachers who tell 
them what they want to hear 

d. The  word  “accumulate” is  used of 
these “ear ticklers” 
 

E. Christians will turn “away” (aside) 
1. —Leave the Truth and the Lord. V. 4 
2. They will base their belief, not on the  

Bible, but on  fables. 

 
                F. What Paul tells Timothy to do (v. 5) 
                      1. Be “sober” (Watchful) 
                           a. He  must know the Word 
                                and what  he  believes and why 
                           b. In order to  confront  error— 
                               aa. 2 Tim. 2:15 –  
                            c.  The importance of Bible Study 



                               aa.  2 Tim. 3:14-15 
2. Do the work of an evangelist-Faithfully 

preach and teach  
a. The Great Commission 

aa. Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16 
 

3. Fulfill your ministry-he had a course to 
follow—Paul elaborates in v. 7 

 
II. The Will and Testament of the Apostle Paul (2 Tim. 

4:6-8) 
 
A. Paul tells us he  knows  his time is  short. (v. 

6) 
1. He is  not  bitter-he knows he has been 

faithful. 
2. He serves a Lord  who is  equally  faith-

ful. 
 

B. Paul recounts his walk for Jesus (v. 7) 
1. “I have  fought the good fight”  

a. 1 Tim. 6:12 
2. “I have  finished the  course (race)” 

a. The  “Imperishable Crown” (1 Cor. 
9:24-27)  

3. I have  kept the  faith. 
a. Jude 3 

 
C. The Result of a Life Lived For Christ (v. 8) 

1. One based on living in expectation of 
the return of Jesus. 

2. Jesus is coming back  for us personally. 
a. The Crown of Righteousness (v. 8) 
b. Basis-of receiving this  crown? 

aa. Believing that Jesus is coming 
again 

bb. Living  in expectation 
3. Who gives the “crown?” 

a. The  faithful Judge, Jesus 
b. Paul  had seen many  unfaithful &  

corrupt judges 
4. Who will receive the ‘Crown of Right-

eousness?” 
a. All who love the  Lord’s appearing 

 
Conclusion: 

§ We must  remember that we are saved  by  
grace.  Now  grace  must be appropriated.  

 
Illustration: 
 

Steve Higginbotham, in an audio sermon, tells of 
preaching on the Grace of God at South Green. An in-
dividual in congregation had not been living for the 
Lord at all; was not a Christian. This man, in his 50′s I 
think received word that He had inoperable cancer 
and only a short time to live. He then decided to obey 
the Gospel. He was very faithful but lived only 2 months 
and died. 

Steve tells of being in a Bible class soon after and 
a lady was complaining about this man and saying 
that because of his past life he did not deserve to go to 
Heaven and wanted Steve’s thoughts on this. Steve 
said, yes, you are right he did not deserve to go to 
Heaven; but in fact neither do you or I do. It seems that 
this sister was resenting the grace of God. 

Steve talked about the Parable of master hiring the 
workers at different times of the day and paying them 
the same wage. The ones hired earlier resented the 
master’s generosity. (grace) Do we “resent “the grace 
of God?” 



	  


